
Personal Aesthetic Exploration 

 
 

Project Brief 
Project Goal: Explore personal preferences to create vision pages that reflect your 
personal aesthetic.  

Creating personally unique and powerful artworks requires an understanding of your personal aesthetic. Your 
personal aesthetic is your visual personal style and includes a cohesive collection of visual representations of 
your personality, how you approach things, and what you identify as beautiful, interesting, and inspiring.  

 
For this project, you will complete a series of tasks to define and represent your personal aesthetic as it 
relates to three themes we will use this quarter. Ultimately you will be creating 3 vision pages that you can 
use to help guide you toward making personally meaningful artworks. Your vision pages may be digital 
(google slides or docs) or physical (collaged sketchbook pages), either way, you will be submitting your work 
digitally in It’sLearning. 

 
PROJECT REQUIREMENTS 
 

● Complete the activities to define yourself & your inspirations before you begin creating your pages 
● Create three vision pages that represent your personal aesthetic as it connects to the themes. Each 

vision page should include: 
○ Imagery - 75% or more filled with images  
○ Words/Phrases - up to 25% text about what’s important, inspiring, and relevant to you about 

the theme.  
○ Filled Space - The page must be filled with either text or images (no whitespace showing) 

● Include a resources list on the back of each paper vision page, or on a separate digital page that lists 
web addresses or sources of images you used. Google images is NOT a resource, it’s a catalog, be 
sure to include the actual sources used.  

● Submit images of your finished pages (front/back) by the due date into It’sLearning. 
 
ASSIGNMENT CHECKLIST 
❏ Define Yourself  
❏ Inspirations 
❏ Collect Imagery 
❏ Curate Your Collection 
❏ Create your Vision Pages 
❏ Submit your finished Vision Pages 

 
PAGE THEMES 

● Nature 
● Weather 
● Organic Objects 

 
 

REMINDERS 
● Be honest with yourself, this is for YOU! 
● Fill all the space! 
● If you are creating a digital version save it 

often. 
● This is NOT just a collection of things you 

like, make sure you are staying focused on 
connecting the themes to your personal 
aesthetic. 

● Putting a significant amount of effort into 
these pages makes your personal artwork 
much more meaningful later in the 
semester. 
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Project Process 

STEP ONE - DEFINE YOURSELF 
First, let’s discover (or re-discover) who YOU are. Choose one of the activities below & Complete it in 
your own words in your sketchbook.  
 
 
Option 1: Reflect & Write 
Reflect on the questions, then write down your 
answers. 

● Make a list of things you like/dislike in 
general.  

● Describe your personality. 
● What do you love most about yourself? 
● What does your ideal day look like, now 

or in the future? 
● List five unique things about yourself. 
● How do you want people to feel around 

you? 
● Make a list of words/sayings you love. 

 
Note: The more honestly and thoughtfully you 
explore the answers to these questions, the 
easier it will be to create your vision pages. 
Take the time really think about and answer 
the questions. 
 

Option 2: Online Personality Quizzes 
Complete 4-7 of the Online Personality 
Quizzes, then reflect on the results.  

● Summarize your results of your quizzes 
● What traits/characteristics came up in 

more than two of the quizzes? Do you 
believe these to be important to you? 

● Do you feel what the quizzes said about 
you was accurate? Why or why not? 

● What did the quizzes get really wrong 
about you? Why do you think they got it 
so wrong? 

 
Note: Please DO NOT share your personality 
quiz results online. This is just a fun way to 
look at and describe your personality. Your 
results may or may not be accurate, only you 
can decide what information from the quizzes 
is important to and representative of you. 

  
 
STEP TWO - INSPIRATIONS 
Who you are, and your aesthetic sense, is largely influenced by a collection of inspiring materials and 
persons. Explore your inspirations. Reflect on these inspirations and answer the following questions: 
 

● People - Who are some (3-5) real people or fictional characters that you closely identify with, 
or want to be more like? What is it about them that makes you admire them? 

● Lifestyles - if you could describe your ideal lifestyle, what would it look like?  
● Literature/Media - What books, movies, plays, artworks, and/or music inspires you the most? 

What do you find inspiring about them? Why do these matter to you more than others? 
● Quotes - Select 3 quotes that inspire you to live the life you want to live.  

 
  

https://wke.lt/w/s/Er0_nl
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STEP THREE - COLLECT IMAGERY  
Now it is time to take what you’ve learned about yourself and begin to collect the imagery that you will 
use in your vision pages. Collecting these images is a great way to visualize what resonates with you.  
 
Remember that you are collecting imagery that fits with your personal aesthetic and is also about 
each of the three themes. As you collect images think about how they fit with what you know about 
yourself, and why they feel important. This is more than just about images you “like,” consider: 
 
Nature Weather Organic Objects 

● Images from your 
responses in step one or 
2 that immediately relate 
to nature 

● Images of natural 
settings, activities, or 
places that resonate with 
you, or hold personal 
importance. 

● If you could include 
anything from the natural 
world in your 
home/bedroom, what 
would that look like?  

● Images of nature from 
movies, TV shows that 
you relate to 

● Art or quotes that 
illustrate how you feel 
about nature 

● Images with colors or 
textures from nature that 
you are drawn to or that 
intrigue you 

● Anything else related to 
nature that represents 
how you feel about this 
theme 

● Images from your 
responses in step one or 
2 that immediately relate 
to weather 

● Images of weather 
phenomena, events, or 
experiences that 
resonate with you or feel 
especially significant.  

● If you could paint your 
favorite weather on your 
walls/ceiling, what would 
that look like? 

● Images of weather that 
appear in your favorite 
movies or TV shows that 
make you wish you were 
there in that moment.  

● Art or quotes that 
illustrate or relate to your 
favorite kinds of weather 

● Images with colors or 
textures that relate to the 
kinds of weather you are 
drawn to 

● Anything else related to 
weather that represents 
how you feel about this 
theme 

 

● Images from your 
responses in step one or 
2 that immediately 
connect to ideas of 
organic objects 

● Images of organic 
objects either natural or 
man-made that resonate 
with you or feel 
especially significant.  

● If you could build a 
creature out of organic 
objects would that look 
like? 

● Images of organic 
objects that you wish 
you could add to your 
personal space.  

● Art or quotes that 
illustrate or relate to your 
favorite kinds of organic 
objects 

● Images with colors or 
textures that you 
associate with organic 
objects. 

● Anything else related to 
organic objects that feels 
important to include. 

 
As you consider images, collect anything that fits at first glance. Later you will refine your choices and 
decide if they really fit with your personal aesthetic.  
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STEP FOUR - CURATE YOUR COLLECTION 
Now, you are getting down to what you like, why you like it, and how you want to represent your 
personality in these themes! The key to a strong and relevant vision page is being able to curate. To 
curate means to select, organize, and present something. You have already selected your images 
and now you must organize them into a cohesive visual solution. 
 
You will complete this process for each of the three vision pages. Follow this process to work on 
curating images for each page one at a time. When you complete the images for one page, go back 
and follow the process for the next page.  
 

1. Spread out your images so that you can see all of them. If you are working digitally, you may 
need to scale some of the images down so that they all fit on the screen; if you are working 
physically you can spread the images out on a table or on the floor where you can see them.  

2. Start by removing images that don’t feel like they belong. Maybe you collected a lot of images 
of plants you like but there is that one weird plant in there that just doesn’t feel like it fits. Set it 
aside.  

3. Next, consider the colors of your images. Maybe your images are pretty consistent with colors, 
but there’s that one image that has a radically different color scheme. Take it out; set it aside. 

4. Next, consider the textures & patterns in your images. You want a variety of textures and 
patterns, but they should have something in common. Maybe you have lots of mossy rocks, 
moss-covered trees, grassy fields, and that one picture of a rocky beach. The soft textures of 
the mossy things and the grass don’t really fit with the rocky texture. Take it out; set it aside.  

5. Look at the images you set aside. Is there a common subject or idea among them? Can you 
find the same idea in an image that “fits” with your others? If you are able to find an image that 
fits, add it to your collection. 
 

Note: This does not mean your aesthetic limits what you can choose, it just means you are learning 
how to present your choices in a way that is visually organized and feels cohesive.  
 
This process will help you truly understand your personal aesthetic. As you work you will see 
consistent colors, patterns, and content emerge that just “feels right” to you. That’s how you know 
you’ve reached the right solution.  
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STEP FIVE - CREATE YOUR VISION PAGES 
Once you have curated your imagery and come to a cohesive set of images that “feels right,” it’s time 
to create your vision pages. This is when you get to organize those images onto a page in a way that 
reflects your personality!  
 
If you’re a very organized person that doesn’t like clutter and needs things to be neat? Then, you 
might want to organize your imagery into a gridded pattern on the page that feels neat and orderly. 
Maybe you’re a laid back, easy-going person that likes a little clutter, so you decide to layer the 
pictures onto the page with different sizes and shapes and some overlapping others. It’s up to you!  
 
Some things to remember: 

●  Space - You must fill all the space! (No whitespace or  
○ Imagery - 75% or more filled with images  
○ Words/Phrases - up to 25% text about what’s important, inspiring, and relevant to you about 

the theme. You may include quotes, notes, your own thoughts, etc.  
● Resources - Include a resources list on the back of each paper vision page, or on a separate digital 

page that lists web addresses or sources of images you used. Google images is NOT a resource, it’s a 
catalog, be sure to include the actual sources used.  

● Turn it in - Submit images of your finished work by the due date in It’sLearning. 
● Keep These Safe! - You will be referring back to these vision pages as you start your planning process 

for projects throughout this quarter, so make sure they are secure in your sketchbook. If you work 
digitally, be sure to print and paste them into your sketchbook.  

 
 


